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Like many people, I spent some time over the holidays reading several 2016 year-in-review articles. As

I read, one theme became abundantly clear: 2016 was indeed a challenging year. If there was a silver

lining in a year that included no state budget and the passing of several legends in the entertainment

and sports world among other things, it was that travel and tourism continues to prosper in Illinois.

Back in August, the Illinois Office of Tourism announced that the tourism revenue in the state grew to

$37 billion in 2015 – an increase of 2.6 percent from 2014. Despite the state’s fiscal challenges,

indicators point to continued growth in tourism for Illinois in 2016. Tourism in DeKalb County also

continues to grow, and with two major events coming to the area in 2017, there is much to which to

look forward in the new year.

In May, DeKalb County and the entire northern Illinois region will have chance to experience the

excitement and pageantry of a collegiate national championship tournament when Northern Illinois

University and nearby Rich Harvest Farms host the 2017 NCAA Division I Golf Championships. We last

talked about the event in this column a few months back. Much of the planning and coordination for

the event is well underway in preparation for the first-ever national championship hosted by NIU.

For two weeks – May 19-24 for the women’s championships and May 26-31 for the men – the best NCAA

Division I collegiate golfers in the country will convene in Sugar Grove. Many people throughout the

region are familiar with Rich Harvest Farms. Designed, built and owned by NIU alumnus Jerry Rich,

the facility serves as the home to the NIU men’s and women’s golf programs and is ranked by Golf

Digest magazine as one of America’s 100 Greatest Golf Courses.

The success of any major golf tournament depends on people. The folks at RHF are no strangers to

hosting prestigious tournaments, having previously hosted the hugely successful Solheim Cup in 2009

and, most recently, the Palmer Cup and Western Amateur in 2015. Rich Harvest Farms and NIU also

partnered on hosting NCAA Golf Regional Championships in 2007 and 2014. Volunteers are vitally

important to the success of any major golf tournament, and volunteers will play huge role in the

upcoming NCAA Championships.  

The size and scope of the Championships provide a number of volunteer opportunities to help manage

the men’s and women’s tournaments and assist competitors, teams, coaches and fans from across the

nation who will be visiting the area. The call for volunteers started this past fall, and the response from

the local community and region has been impressive. Still, many volunteer opportunities remain

available. Individuals or groups who are interested in volunteering for the 2017 NCAA Golf

Championships can register online at http://go.niu.edu/ncaavolunteer.

Another great way for Huskie fans, alumni and area residents to get involved with NCAA

Championships is to attend the event. Tickets for both the women’s and men’s national championships
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are now on sale. Individual single-day tickets are just $10, and grounds tickets for both the women’s

and men’s tournaments are a bargain at $50. Several ticket packages are available, including an NCAA

Experience package that features a grounds ticket, all-inclusive food and beverage along with two

drink tickets a ticket per day. Admission to the Championships is free for students 18 years of age and

younger with a valid student ID.

Tickets, volunteer and additional information about the 2017 NCAA Golf Championships is available

online at http://niuhuskies.com/sports/2016/10/17/2017-ncaa-golf-championships.

The Championships will be televised live on the Golf Channel, and recently the cable network began

running a nationwide promotional spot featuring the NIU Athletics mascot Victor E. Huskie and other

mascots from schools with the top collegiate golf programs in the country.The 2017 NCAA Golf

Championships focuses a national spotlight on NIU and our region.The attention generated by hosting

this high-profile event provides a unique opportunity for NIU and the local community to showcase the

wonderful attributes the area has to offer.

The NCAA Championships in the spring and the return of the IHSA Football State Championships to

Huskie Stadium this coming November give DeKalb County and our region much to be excited about

for 2017.

Brad Hoey is a member of the DeKalb County Convention and Visitors Bureau Board of Directors.

Copyright © 2017 Daily Chronicle. All rights reserved.

http://niuhuskies.com/sports/2016/10/17/2017-ncaa-golf-championships

