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We have a big job, driving economic wealth both locally and statewide.

The tourism industry in Illinois generated more than $36 billion from visitor spending for the

state in 2014. Nationally, Illinois ranks ninth for domestic visitors, fifth in traveler spending and

eighth in overseas visitors.

We can’t afford to lose this money, which makes continued investment in marketing DeKalb

County and Illinois as visitor and business destinations crucial. The tourism industry is part of

the solution for the budget deficit in Illinois. Tourism revenue saves the average Illinois

household $1,300 in taxes each year.

The most recent numbers for Illinois, as reported by the U.S. Travel Association, speak for

themselves:

• More than $36.3 billion in visitor expenditures

• More than $2.7 billion in state and local tax revenues from tourism

• 306,040 jobs supported

• More than 109.4 million visitors

The economic impact of tourism in DeKalb County:

• $88.46 million in visitor expenditures 

• 530 jobs supported

• $1.38 million in state and local tax revenues from tourism

• Increased economic impact from visitor spending almost 3 percent over the state average of

5.4 percent 

MS: Tour de Farms returns 

We are getting ready to welcome 2,000 bike riders back to DeKalb County on June 24-26. They

will be riding to raise money to battle multiple sclerosis and celebrating the 35th anniversary of

the ride. The MS: Tour de Farms group normally books more than 400 hotel rooms for the

weekend ride through DeKalb County.

http://www.daily-chronicle.com/


You can volunteer to ride to raise money or to help with road crews for the bikers

at www.nationalmssociety.org. This event normally generates more than $400,000 for the local

economy based on the numbers provided by their organization. That includes everything from

venue rental to hotel room bookings.

The DCCVB has been reaching out to local attractions and restaurants to secure discounts and

special promotions for our visitors to show our appreciation for them selecting DeKalb County

for their event. All the special hospitality and other conveniences that we provide helps them

make their event a success, enjoy their experience here and keeps them coming back.  

The event route goes throughout DeKalb County with start and finish at Northern Illinois

University. Their brightly colored tents will be brimming with riders and volunteers who have

come together to raise money for the cause. We salute them for their ongoing efforts to provide

funding and resources for those afflicted with the disease. They are helping change the quality

of life for millions of people.

Speaking of quality of life, we want everyone to get on board the Power of Time Off movement,

an initiative promoted by U.S. Travel during National Travel & Tourism Week 2016.

Are you guilty of not taking all your vacation days? You’re not alone. Four in 10 American

workers consistently fail to use all their time off.

Using your vacation days is good for your mental health, quality of life and contributes to the

wealth of the economy. According to a study by Oxford Economics, American workers fail to use

429 million vacation days every year. Just think of the billions of dollars that taking all that

vacation time would add to our economy. So here’s my suggestion. If you can’t string together a

week of vacation days all the time, occasionally take a day or two or make it a long weekend by

using a vacation day.

Use it all up. You’ll make memories and moments that are priceless. And if you can’t get out of

town, explore one of the many attractions right here at home. Plus, you’ll be contributing to the

local economy! Check out our website for ideas: www.dekalbcountycvb.com.

Safe travels.

• Debbie Armstrong is executive director of the DeKalb County Convention and Visitors Bureau.
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