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DeKALB – The DeKalb County Board passed a resolution Wednesday to support hosting the Nov.

27 and 28 Illinois High School Association football championships here, but this time around is

not doling out any cash.

Board members said the $25,000 that it gave the host committee – composed of IHSA Destination

DeKalb Committee, the DeKalb County Convention and Visitors Bureau and Northern Illinois

University – in 2013 was “seed money,” since it was the first time the tournament was held here.

“It was start-up money,” said Steve Faivre, D-4th District.

He is on the economic development committee that brought the resolution before the full

County Board. The resolution passed on a 23-0 vote.

“Most of us felt that this was not something that people wanted their county real-estate taxes to

go to,” said Faivre. “Given the enthusiasm and the money that’s involved in sports, it seemed

very logical that it would be easier to find money for that outside of the county.”

The resolution is intended to convey that the county supports the football championships being

held at NIU’s Huskie Stadium and in the county, and encourages the community to rally behind

the event, board members said.  

County officials said putting money behind the two days of games just wasn’t an option this

year. IHSA football championships are held at NIU in odd numbered years, and on the

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus in even numbered years.

“We’re very conscious about our budget. And with the state not having a budget right now, [we]

felt the best thing to do – if we’re facing cuts and other things – is to offer our verbal support

and not our financial support this year,” said County Board Chairman Mark Pietrowski Jr., D-3rd

District.

Over 30,000 people are expected to come to the area for the event. Two years ago, the

event pumped nearly $1 million into the local economy, according to the DeKalb County

Convention and Visitors Bureau. Officials there reported that 475 rooms were booked and there

were 14 events that employed caterers. Also, gas sales increased and local restaurants reported

as much as 50 percent higher revenues during the two days of games.

The event will bring 16 prep teams to compete for the state title. Four games are scheduled to be
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played each day at Huskie Stadium.

Board members have praised the county’s economic development committee for coming up

with the proposed $91 million fiscal 2016 budget without dipping more than $400,000 into cash

reserves.

The belt-tightening came about in part by denying some county departments funding

requests for things such as personnel raises and expanded services.

The county limited raises to its nonunion employees to 2 percent or less, and trustees even

recommended that salaries for officials up for election next year not be bumped up more than

that. DeKalb County is expected to raise fees on some services and, for the most part, only spend

additional money on expanding the jail and hiring corrections officers.

NIU spokesman and DCCVB member Brad Hoey said the host committee was aware before

passage of Wednesday’s resolution that it would not be getting county money. Still, he expects

that the resolution will boost such efforts as getting volunteers for the championship games.

“Would it be great if we had the financial commitment from the County Board? Absolutely,” said

Hoey. “But ... we’re with some really challenging fiscal times here. So we’ll continue to accept

any sponsorships or donations right up until the time of the event.”
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