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MALTA – Even the the most confident of groups that enter Jonamac Orchard’s haunted corn

maze usually come out whimpering, Andrea Slade said.

As Halloween inches nearer, DeKalb County is alive with the undead as local farms and

orchards open their crops to the public for seasonal attractions such as the orchard’s haunted

maze, which Slade has helped run for the past 10 years. 

“Another [funny scare] is when you get the cutesy college or high school couple, and they’re so

in love, and then he throws her at the chainsaw and takes off running,” Slade said. “It happens

every year.”

Farms are a versatile business and help bring tourists to DeKalb County during the fall, DeKalb

County Convention and Visitors Bureau Executive Director Debbie Armstrong said.

“It always draws people in to this area. Our agritourism is one of the most successful niches we

have for tourism here,” Armstrong said. “In the fall, we have lots of people out to pick apples, go

to the [Sycamore] Pumpkin Festival, to go through mazes. Many times, it’s a tradition, so people

are making many trips, annual trips.”

Larger-scale corn mazes and orchards attract anywhere between 30,000 to 40,000 people

annually, Armstrong said. But even smaller operations, such as Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand and

Corn Maze, off Route 64 in Sycamore, find the Halloween season profitable.

“We’re trying to maximize what we can with it. We don’t have as many acres as we used to.

We’re less than 40 acres in size,” owner Dean Johnson said. “We try to maximize what we grow.

We try to utilize what we have here on the farm.” 

Although farm-based attractions draw outsiders to DeKalb County, the Johnsons also want to

provide a family-friendly activity for the community, Johnson said.

“It’s been good for us. We’re able to talk to customers and consumers about agriculture and how

it actually works,” Johnson said. “I work full-time off the farm, and my wife works as a clinical

instructor, so it’s a supplement to our income. It’s helped pay for kids in college and that type of

thing.”

Local stops – such as Jonamac Orchard in Malta, Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand and Corn Maze in

Sycamore, Kuipers Family Farm in Maple Park and Yaegers Farm Market in DeKalb – all offer
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seasonal activities for the entire family. 

Jonamac Orchard’s haunted corn maze opened Friday, and judging by the screaming that

followed the buzz of chainsaws, it was success, Slade said. 

While some enjoy the feeling of being lost in the dark – knowing something is lurking in the

cornrows waiting to jump out and startle them – others simply enjoy strolling around a local

farm during a fall day.

“Everybody is aware that apple orchards and pumpkin farms are open seasonally. Every year,

when people continue to come back and spread the word during that season,” Armstrong said.

“We do have an advantage because this is the heart of the Midwest, and we’re only about an

hour from Chicago, so we get a lot of people from the suburbs who take a beautiful drive and

come out and see all the fall activities they can do here.”
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