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SYCAMORE – The DeKalb County County Convention and Visitors Bureau is looking toward the

County Board and local businesses for sponsorship when the Illinois High School Association

state football championships return Nov. 27 to Northern Illinois University.

“In my position, I know the challenges,” said Brad Hoey, CVB board member and director of

campus communications at NIU. “But in order to be able to put on an event of this magnitude,

that brings the amount of (attention) to the community, and to the county, there’s a great deal of

value.”

Hoy, alongside CVB Executive Director Debbie Armstrong, presented the opportunity to DeKalb

County Economic Development Corp. at its meeting Tuesday evening to present the sponsorship

possibility again, which in turn helps run the event.

“Obviously to make this venture successful, it’s like so many of the other events and festivals we

have in our region and in our community, we rely on sponsorship dollars to help defray the cost

of the event,” Hoey said.

A new website, IHSADestinationDeKalb.com, and a Facebook page, also have been launched and

are counting the days before the big event returns Thanksgiving weekend. It contains

information on how to volunteer or get sponsorship

Sponsorship packages range from $50 to $25,000.

“We’re approaching all the businesses first that joined us in 2013,” Hoey said. “We’re probably

not where we were at this point, but I anticipate that we’ll get fairly close. A lot has to do with

the economic climate.”

The conversation will continue at the next EDC meeting in October, Chairman Bob Brown said.

“The economic environment has changed some in two years,” he said, “and we’re all beginning

to feel that we just cannot live on reserves for rainy day without it looking like the rain’s going

to stop pretty soon.”

The state football championships will be here every odd year through 2021, and at Memorial

Stadium in Champaign the even years. 

When the championship games came to DeKalb for the first time in 2013, they set an attendance

record with more than 30,000 fans coming to the county and generated $200,000 in media
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coverage and about $800,000 in revenue to the county, Hoey said.

“We’re approaching all the businesses first that joined us in 2013,” Hoey said. “We’re probably

not where we were at this point, but I anticipate that we’ll get fairly close. A lot has to do with

the economic climate.”

In addition, there were at least 475 hotel rooms booked and about $200,000 generated from

media coverage, Armstrong said.

“Not only that,” she said, “but you have to talk about the fact that some of those teams went to

the grocery store while they were here, and they got their decorations, and obviously filled up

with gas. From the people that came in to see the community, they saw us in one of our best

lights.”

• Note to readers: This story was changed to correct the spelling of Brad Hoey's name.The Daily
Chronicle regrets the error. 
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