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Tourism spending expands for 5th year in
DeKalb County

Published: Tuesday, June 2, 2015 9:05 p.m. CDT

DeKALB – A new hotel, touring entertainment and sporting events and even Jehovah’s

Witnesses kept tourism dollars flowing in DeKalb County last year.

For the fiscal year that began July 1, 2013, and ended June 30, 2014, tourism and visitor

spending totaled about $81.6 million, which doesn’t include state numbers that will be released

later this summer, according to Debbie Armstrong, executive director of the DeKalb County

Convention and Visitors Bureau.

“Our numbers have been up five years in a row,” said Armstrong, who gave her annual report

to the DeKalb County Economic Development Committee at the Tuesday meeting.

Armstrong said hotel tax revenue for the area is up 40 percent from the previous fiscal year, but

that number should increase when summer figures are released, she said.

Armstrong attributed the increase in part to the new 80-room Hampton Inn that opened last

March at 663 Annie Glidden Road in DeKalb.

DeKalb County Economic Development Corp. Executive Director Paul Borek said the new hotel

“was important to the community and county and region.”

“Another hotel with rooms and accommodations is valuable in providing for visitors as well as

business travelers,” Borek said.

Entertainment events that not only come to to the area, but also revisit multiple times, also are a

boon.

In June, DeKalb hosts Bike MS: Tour De Farms, which traditionally brings 2,000 visitors staying

in area hotels and NIU dorms, Armstrong said. The annual event will return June 28.

In November, the Illinois High School Association’s football championships will return.

Northern Illinois University’s Huskie Stadium will be the site of the state’s eight championship

games in odd-numbered years until 2019 under an agreement with the IHSA.

In 2013, the championships drew more than 30,000 spectators, a record for the event,

Armstrong said.

Cheer and dance competitions hosted at the NIU Convocation Center and the Egyptian Theatre,

academic and sports camps, and the Jehovah’s Witness Convention also have historically
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generated visitor dollars, Armstrong said.

New events also are expected to boost the economy, Armstrong said, including a new

collaboration between the visitors bureau and NIU that will offer bus tours to families of

incoming Huskies while their students get familiarized with the university, Armstrong said. The

first tour is scheduled for June 11.

The Illinois Square Dance Convention from July 24-26 at Northern Illinois University’s Holmes

Student Center, 340 Carroll Ave., is another new event that will bring tourism dollars to the

area, Armstrong said.

Wedding bells mean dollar signs, too.

“DeKalb County is a very attractive place for brides,” Armstrong said. “We have unique venues

they can choose from, plus [the area] is very economical.”

A gradually improving economy could also be increasing tourism spending, Borek said.

“That may contribute to tourism activity,” he said. “Some businesses have relocated to DeKalb

County. All that activity may help.”

With talks of state budget cuts looming around 30 percent, tourism dollars are as important as

ever, Armstrong said.

“We all know that tourism is a generator for the state and obviously DeKalb County,” she said.

“That’s an economic engine that brings wealth to our community and state.”

And if tourism is done right, it can lead to more businesses sprouting up, Borek said.

“Tourism is valuable in making visitors aware of DeKalb County attractions,” Borek said. “Some

visitors have businesses of their own and might develop a favorable impression. They need

accommodations and services when they visit, and that can help entice business owners and

employees to entice them to relocate.”
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