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NIU tours to give students, parents view
beyond campus confines

Published: Saturday, June 13, 2015 12:20 a.m. CDT

DeKALB – When prospective students and their families tour Northern Illinois University’s

DeKalb campus this summer, they’ll also get to see what else the county has to offer.

Three bus trips around DeKalb and Sycamore on Thursday marked the beginning of a new

partnership between the DeKalb County Convention and Visitors Bureau and the university.

Together, the NIU and the DeKalb County Convention and Visitors Bureau will offer families of

incoming NIU students free hour-long bus tours of DeKalb County.

The tours will become a staple for new and transfer student orientations, said Keesha Williams,

the assistant director of orientation and family connections.

Each tour will be from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the first day of student orientations, which are hosted

Monday and Tuesday, and Wednesday and Thursday for incoming freshmen, Williams said.

“We will be doing them twice a week until July 17 and 18, and then we’ll also have them in

August, as well,” Williams said.

The route began at the NIU Student Center, then went through downtown DeKalb, briefly passed

through Sycamore and headed back to campus through Greek Row.

As potential students and their families drove past sites such as DeKalb’s Egyptian Theatre and

the Municipal Building, guides shared interesting facts and fond memories about each location.

Guides include people like DeKalb Mayor John Rey and DeKalb Fire Chief Eric Hicks, Williams

said.

“We have plethora of prominent community members who have shared their time to volunteer

with us,” she said.

More than 3,000 parents and family members are expected to attend orientation throughout the

summer months, Williams said.

“The whole reason for us to give the tour is just to familiarize the parents with the community

so that they can start to establish a relationship with the community as well as NIU,” she said.

During the tour, guests are invited to ask questions about the city as they pass through, such as

if the city is safe and where they can pay a parking ticket.
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“It’s the same for students,” Williams said. “We want them to feel comfortable with the city of

DeKalb and get some familiarity, but after that, too, the actual citizens who have lived here over

the years.”
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