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Armstrong: March Madness means
visitors and business for DeKalb County

Published: Monday, March 9, 2015 11:23 p.m. CDT

March Madness is here ... or our version of it. There will be basketball and wrestling at the NIU

Convocation Center.  

Tuesday’s IHSA Class 1A/2A DeKalb Supersectional boys basketball doubleheader starts at 6 p.m.

with two teams in each class vying to qualify for the state finals in Peoria. Tickets are available

at the Convocation Center box office.

The Class 3A/4A Supersectionals are March 17. Thousands of visitors will pack the house to

cheer on their team and participate in March Madness.

Most of those visitors will go to the games, eat dinner here and maybe purchase gas, which is

how tourism spending is an economic engine that generates revenue for our area.

On Friday and Saturday, we’ll welcome more than 5,000 visitors back for the IESA State

Wrestling Championships. These young men and women will compete for individual state titles

in their weight classes and be cheered on by family and friends. School colors will be abundant

and the fans will rock the house.

Our thanks to the 150 DeKalb High School wrestling volunteers that assist IESA Executive

Director Steve Endsley and his officials to put on a successful and memorable event for the

athletes who have earned the honor to compete and the families and fans that travel here to

support them.

We’ve booked more than 400 hotel rooms for these guests and are pleased to have a contract

with the IESA to hold the event here through 2018.

The public can attend all of these athletic events. Walk-up ticket sales for events can be

purchased at the Convocation Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and are on

sale during and before events.

For information, call 800-795-3000 or visit www.convocenter.niu.edu/convo.

We’ve also been meeting with the Illinois Square Dancers, who have selected our area and

Holmes Student Center as the venue for their state competition this year. The group expects to

have 800 dancers participate in the three-day event.

We’ve blocked hotel rooms so that we can accommodate these guests and recruited them to

participate in the Kishwaukee Fest “Parade of Parades,” that will be held in downtown DeKalb,
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at 7 p.m. July 24.

We have acquainted the core committee with our area so that they have time to visit local

attractions when they need a reprieve from all that dancing.

Governor’s Conference highlights

At the recent Illinois Governor’s Conference on Tourism, industry professionals shared their

knowledge with industry colleagues on various topics and heard from internationally known

keynote speaker Roger Brooks, whose firm provides consulting services for tourism marketing,

branding and product development.

He shared some relevant inspiration and facts that are crucial to our industry and local small

businesses, telling us that regular hours are a must and that 70 percent of all consumer retail

spending takes place after 6 p.m. He added that women are responsible for 80 percent of that

spending.

Brooks stressed that looks matter and curb appeal accounts for up to 70 percent of first-time

sales. You can’t make the sale if they don’t want to walk in your door.  

Until next time, safe travels.  

• Debbie Armstrong is executive director of the DeKalb County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.
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