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Discover Beauty and Inspiration in DeKalb County, Illinois 
The region features a variety of arts and cultural events for year-round entertainment. 

 

(DeKalb, Ill.) Have your current surroundings created boredom or a case of cabin fever? It’s time for a visit to 

DeKalb County, where convenient shopping, engaging historical sites and a variety of creative arts and cultural 

experiences are waiting for you. 

 

Arts & Culture for Any Palate  
DeKalb is home to Northern Illinois University, with about 20,000 students enrolled. The area’s many highlights 

include NIU’s vibrant cultural activities and diverse programs to satisfy any arts enthusiast’s appetite! 

 

“We present about 600 performances each year, and we frequently take advantage of opportunities to present in 

DeKalb and other regional communities, as well as on campus,” Rich Holly, dean of the NIU College of Visual and 

Performing Arts, said. “In addition to our faculty and students presenting, we engage a large number of guest 

artists in a wide variety of arts disciplines and are proud to have several internationally renowned programs – 

including those in printmaking, theatre, world music, jazz and steel band – all to provide events at the highest 

possible caliber.”  

 

 Art Museum – Through its high-quality, professional art exhibits and lectures, this museum provides 
cultural enrichment for the entire region. Currently on display until February 21, Local Visions: Selections 
from Area Collections offers a glimpse of the art and objects that enrich the lives of local residents. 

 Anthropology Museum – With more than 20,000 objects that complement the strengths of the 
university, this museum is celebrating its 50

th
 Anniversary, making it an especially good time to visit! 

 Convocation Center – A 10,000-seat multipurpose facility, this venue brings everything from sporting 
events to live concerts, like Monster Truck Nationals on February 22 or Casting Crowns on February 27.   

 School of Music – Featuring 60 nationally and internationally recognized faculty, the School features 
students in award-winning instrumental and vocal ensembles. There’s plenty to choose from with more 
than 200 performances each year, including steelbands, choirs, orchestras, concert and marching bands, 
and jazz ensembles! 

 School of Theatre and Dance – Accredited by the National Association of Schools of Theatre and the 
National Associations of Schools of Dance, the School offers performances at various times and locations 
throughout the academic year. A Skull in Connemara runs until February 7, and Clifford Odets’ Awake and 
Sing! opens February 19. 
 

http://dekalbcountycvb.com/business-directory/?activity=arts-and-culture
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/business-directory/?activity=arts-and-culture
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/business-directory/?activity=niu-activity
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 School of Art and Design – Accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design, the 
School offers numerous exhibits and guest speakers throughout the year. Exhibits are featured in the 
Olson Gallery, Gallery 214 (Arends Hall) and Gallery 215N (downtown DeKalb). 

 

Tasty Morsels for the Historian 
DeKalb County features different museums for arts, history and educational buffs alike. But the region’s especially 

enticing for historians. Rich in agricultural history, the area features the DeKalb Agricultural Heritage Association, 

with exhibits and educational programs that tell the story of northern Illinois’ contribution to agriculture. The 

association is continually evolving and offers new exhibits and events throughout the year – check out the Barn 

Tour on August 8! Or choose any of these for a helping of history and charm: 

 

 Ellwood House Museum – On a 10-acre estate, the Ellwood House Museum and Park features grassy 
lawns, a wooded area, formal gardens, two native garden areas and the Berg Garden. Re-opening for 
tours March 1, the Ellwood Home features beautiful architecture with a  variety of animals hidden within 
ornate details – making it fun for children and adults as they look closely for lions, dragons, sea creatures 
and more! The home also features a story central to the area’s history: Isaac Ellwood’s role in the 
development of the barbed wire industry in America. Experience the quality workmanship, warmth and 
hospitality of this lovely Victorian-style home that is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 Joseph F. Glidden Homestead and Historical Center – This 600-acre site features not only the two-story 
red brick homestead, but a barn and blacksmith shop as well. Open mid-May to mid-November, the site is 
also listed on the National Register of Historic Places and tells the story of migration, innovation and 
philanthropy. Enjoy learning how Glidden invented “The Winner” double-stranded barbed wire and see 
the living-history blacksmith shop, where volunteer blacksmiths demonstrate this old-time trade.  

 Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Museum – Located in nearby Genoa, the Society was established in 1977 to 
preserve the region’s historical materials inside an actual train depot that includes a caboose, along with 
the Water Works building. The museum houses genealogy information and historic artifacts from Genoa, 
Kingston and surrounding rural communities. 

 Midwest Museum of Natural History – Just down the road in nearby Sycamore, this museum is open 
Tuesday through Saturday and offers diverse exhibits that celebrate the natural environment and human 
culture. Enjoy a variety of exhibits throughout the year, including North America, Africa, Ice Age, Horns & 
Antlers, as well as the opportunity to observe wildlife in the Urban Wildlife Observation Center. The Live 
Animals exhibit and hands-on Discovery Den may be of special interest to children.  
  

A Taste of the Fine Arts for Inspiration 

Recognized for its cultural diversity, DeKalb County also features music, theatre and dance at a variety of venues 

throughout the year. Be sure to visit the Stage Coach Theatre, featuring the Stage Coach Players in an assortment 

of live performances. Right now, Black Box Production is playing, with 9 to 5 The Musical opening in March.  

 

“We provide quality entertainment for the entire family,” Dan Hyde, president of the Stage Coach Theatre, said. 

“The Stage Coach Players have been producing shows continually since 1947 and delight audiences of all ages 

while providing local stars with a venue to display their talents.” 

 

 

 

 

http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/dekalb-county-barn-tour/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/dekalb-county-barn-tour/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/business-directory/?activity=history-and-heritage
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Also of interest: 

 DeKalb Municipal Band – Celebrating 160 years of continuous music in 2014, the band plays in the Shelter 
at Hopkins Park under the stars at dusk during the summer.  

 Egyptian Theatre – This historic venue hosts film festivals, special movie screenings and live 
entertainment. Built in 1929 with roots dating back to the pharaohs (connected to the discovery of the 
tomb of King Tut), this fully restored Egyptian Art Deco movie palace is a must-see. You can also enjoy 
concerts like Gaelic Storm coming February 14 and A Night with the Rat Pack on February 21. 

 Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra – Named the 2009 Community Orchestra of the Year and 2012 
Orchestra Guild of the Year by the Illinois Council of Orchestras, this non-profit, volunteer group uses their 
talents for the region’s benefit. The orchestra consists of professional, student and dedicated amateur 
musicians as well as guest conductors and soloists from the region and beyond.  

 Sandwich Opera House – Located in nearby Sandwich, this Opera House offers a variety of fine arts 
performances throughout the year – not only opera, but Broadway, musicals and more.  

 

About DeKalb County 
Nestled in the heart of Illinois (just 60 miles west of Chicago), DeKalb County is rich in history, shopping, arts and 

culture, dining and recreation for all four seasons. Cortland, DeKalb, Genoa, Hinckley, Kingston, Kirkland, Lee, 

Malta, Maple Park, Sandwich, Shabbona, Somonauk, Sycamore and Waterman are the communities included in 

the DeKalb County area. Many other opportunities to enjoy the holidays, as well as the coming months, are 

available – check DeKalbCountyCVB.com for more information and dates. Or call 877-335-2521 for assistance 

planning travel for groups and families. 

 

 

For more information or an interview, contact: 

Debbie Armstrong, Executive Director, DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau  

– or –  

check the media/galleries at: http://dekalbcountycvb.com/media/.  

 

http://dekalbcountycvb.com/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/media/

