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Start a Holiday Tradition in DeKalb County 
Shopping, Decorations, Music and Holiday-Centered Activities Make It a Memorable Place to Visit!  

 

(DeKalb, Ill.) Whether looking to start a new holiday tradition or continuing with some already established, visitors 

will find their inspiration in DeKalb County. This extraordinary winter getaway offers history and cultural diversity 

for couples, families and other groups looking for new things to do this season. Shop at specialty stores, take in 

decorations and holiday music, enjoy a visit with Santa, or snuggle up during a carriage ride as you view the 

downtown storefronts.   

 

Kick Off the Season with Shopping 
Looking for that perfect gift? Now is the ideal time to find hidden treasures since two of the area’s historic 

shopping districts launch the season with special events – Hollydays in DeKalb and Moonlight Madness in 

Sycamore. Featuring a mix of antique, vintage, shabby chic and homemade confection shops, visitors are sure to 

find a unique item to put under the tree. Visitors will also appreciate the personalized service, convenient access to 

parking and shorter lines! 

 

“Hollydays and Moonlight Madness kick off with special discounts, exceptional sweet treats and a variety of other 

fun festivities,” Debbie Armstrong, excecutive director of the DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau, said. 

“These unique shops are filled with vintage treasures, gifts, holiday decorations and home furnishings. Chocolate 

lovers will want to come back on December 4, when Sycamore holds its Winter Chocolate Walk and the downtown 

shops offer samples of fine chocolate desserts.”  

 

Hollydays (November 20-23) 

Downtown DeKalb begins its annual holiday shopping weekend with a Girls Night Out November 20, 4 to 8 p.m. 

But both men and women will appreciate the unique boutiques and variety available. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday.  

 

Moonlight Madness (November 21) 

Downtown Sycamore also launches its holiday shopping on November 21 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. (don’t wait until 

“Black Friday” – these venues have great discounts now!) with an evening full of activities for all ages. Check the 

live holiday window displays and take advantage of the special moonlight deals during this annual event. 

 

http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/carriage-rides-dekalb/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/holly-days/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/moonlight-madness-2/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/winter-chocolate-watch/
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Get Inspired with Holiday Trees and Decorations  
In addition to the shopping in DeKalb County, there are many other ways to enjoy the area. The month-long 

Festival of Trees kicks off December 1 at the Midwest Museum of Natural History in Sycamore. Decked out for the 

holidays, the museum features a variety of special events each week as a part of the month’s festivities,  

including a tree decorating competition, make-and-take crafts on Tuesdays and Thursdays, free admission on 

Wednesdays, animal demonstrations on Fridays, free hot chocolate with admission on Saturdays and more!  

 

And what would the holiday be without festive decorations? Ellwood House Holiday Traditions in DeKalb fits the 

bill. Open now until December 7, this historic mansion includes tours of beautifully decorated rooms on four floors. 

Every year, the Ellwood Museum partners with area businesses, community sponsors and volunteers to decorate 

the mansion’s rooms. The elegant floral arrangements and displays are sure to inspire new ideas for any home or 

business! 

 

“This holiday event is always exciting because families come back each year to see new ways on how the mansion 

is decorated,” Brian Reis, executive director of the Ellwood House Museum, said. “Museum staff coordinate the 

effort, but it’s the community decorators who bring fresh ideas to the exhibit every year. The groups approach 

their assigned room in new ways and try to outdo the previous year’s decorations.” 

 

A Myriad of Seasonal Attractions  

Music lovers will enjoy the spectacular holiday concert by the DeKalb Municipal Band (December 13) at the 

Egyptian Theatre. One of the Midwest’s most historic musical organizations, the DeKalb Municipal Band will 

celebrate 160 years of continuous music, with new arrangements of seasonal favorites along with special musical 

guests from the area. Also enticing, “A Very Electric Christmas” is presented on December 20 by the Egyptian 

Theatre and The Daily Chronicle.  Lightwire Theater’s musical is brand  new this year and follows the story of a 

young bird named Max and his family as they begin their journey south for the winter. Dancing toy soldiers, 

caroling worms and performing poinsettias light up the stage in this magical production that includes music from 

Nat King Cole, Mariah Carey, Tchaikovsky and more. A recent semi-finalist on “America’s Got Talent,” Lightwire 

Theater is sure to thrill with this holiday extravaganza! 

 

“Holidays at the Egyptian Theatre are always a special time of year,” Alex Nerad, executive director of the Egyptian 

Theatre, said. “This year is especially unique because we celebrate the 85
th

 anniversary of the theatre’s opening on 

December 10. To celebrate, we are showing the holiday classic ‘White Christmas’ on the big screen at 7 p.m. ‘The 

Nutcracker,’ ‘The Polar Express’ and more will also be showing this season. We have something for everyone!”  

 

Another production – “White Christmas” at the Stage Coach Theatre (various dates from December 4 through 

December 14) – is included in many a holiday tradition. Based upon the Paramount Pictures film, with music and 

lyrics by Irving Berlin, this timeless heartwarming musical adaptation features 17 songs, including its theme, a 

perennial favorite. 

 

 

 

http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/festival-trees/
http://www.ellwoodhouse.org/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/dekalb-municipal-band-special-holiday-concert/
http://egyptiantheatre.org/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/electric-christmas/
http://lightwiretheater.com/
http://lightwiretheater.com/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/event/white-christmas-stage-coach-theatre/
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Kids Just Wanna See Santa Claus  
The community also offers many opportunities to visit Santa Claus as he takes a break from his activities at the 

North Pole: 

 Santa Comes to DeKalb (December 4) – Cookies, cocoa and caroling at the Egyptian Theatre help to 
celebrate Santa’s arrival at 7 p.m. 

 Walk with Santa in Sycamore (December 5) – Welcome Santa Claus to Sycamore, starting at 5:45 p.m. at 
the Sycamore Street Theater, and enjoy the parade as Santa, Mrs. Claus and the elves stroll downtown to 
light the holiday tree on the courthouse lawn.  

 Santa House in Sycamore (December 5-21) – Visit Santa’s “vacation home” on the courthouse lawn. It 
includes his personal mailbox so wish lists can be delivered directly! 

 Visits with Santa in DeKalb (December 6, 13 and 20) – Santa will be downtown, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at Van 
Buer Plaza so children can tell him what they’d like for the holidays in person. 

 Cookies with Santa in Sycamore (December 12-13) – Enjoy cookies with Santa at the Sycamore Golf 
Course Clubhouse. 

 

Take Home the Perfect Tree  
Last, but certainly not least, many enjoy choosing their own fresh holiday tree as part of their season’s tradition. 

Both Camelot Christmas Tree Farm and Kuipers Family Farm in DeKalb offer ways to commemorate this special 

occasion.  

 

About DeKalb County 
Nestled in the heart of Illinois (just 60 miles west of Chicago), DeKalb County is rich in history, shopping, arts and 

culture, dining and recreation for all four seasons. Cortland, DeKalb, Genoa, Hinckley, Kingston, Kirkland, Lee, 

Malta, Maple Park, Sandwich, Shabbona, Somonauk, Sycamore and Waterman are the communities included in 

the DeKalb County area. Many other opportunities to enjoy the holidays, as well as the coming months, are 

available – check DeKalbCountyCVB.com for more information and dates. Or call 877-335-2521 for assistance 

planning travel for groups and families. 

 

 

For more information or an interview, contact: 

Debbie Armstrong, Executive Director, DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau  

– or –  

check the media/galleries at: http://dekalbcountycvb.com/media/.  

 

 

http://www.camelottrees.com/
http://www.kuipersfamilyfarm.com/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/
http://dekalbcountycvb.com/media/

