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Illinois tourism industry’s economic impact continues to grow, topping $37 

billion in travel expenditures and creating over 10,000 new jobs in 2015 
In DeKalb County, travel expenditures topped $91.3 million, while tax revenue 

from tourism reached $7.47 in 2015 
 

Springfield – The Illinois Department of Commerce’s Office of Tourism announced today that 
the tourism industry in Illinois achieved continued growth in 2015, with expenditures – the total 
amount of money travelers spend during their time in Illinois – topping $37 billion, a 2.6 percent 
increase from 2014. In addition, the industry created over 10,000 new jobs in 2015, a 3.5 
percent increase from 2014. The jobs and revenue generated by Illinois tourism industry 
supports local communities and the growth of Illinois’ economy.  
 
“Illinois has something for everyone to enjoy, from world-class museums and galleries, historic 
sites, a rich cultural arts community to professional sports, outdoor recreation and beautiful 
vistas,” said Cory M. Jobe, Director of the Office of Tourism. “Our tourism and hospitality 
industry are Illinois’ greatest champions, drawing not only new visitors, but repeat travelers as 
well, in order to support and grow our local economies.” 
 
In DeKalb County, visitor spending hit an all-time high of $91.3 million and contributed $7.47 
million in state and local tax revenue in 2015. 
 
“Tourism continues to make a significant impact on our economic wealth in DeKalb County. $91. 
3 million in visitor spending shows just how important investing in tourism marketing is to our 
local economy. 2015 marks the 7th consecutive year that visitor spending has increased. We are 
up 3.3% over 2014,” stated Debbie Armstrong. “We thank all our financial stakeholders and 
hospitality partners for their support. Local investment is the key to our continued success.” 
 
 

mailto:Brian.Rehme@fleishman.com
mailto:darmstrong@dekalbcountycvb.com


 

 

www.enjoyillinois.com 

The Illinois Office of Tourism’s goal is to find unique and creative ways to showcase the state’s 
diverse attractions. For example, the Illinois Office of Tourism recently launched Illinois Made, a 
new program featuring makers, creators and artisans that are proud to call the Land of Lincoln 
home. Illinois Made brings all of these amazing experiences together in one location for 
travelers to explore.  
 
These numbers, provided by the U.S. Travel Association, are preliminary numbers only. Final 
visitor statistics will be available later this year. 
 
The Illinois Office of Tourism directly supports the travel industry by promoting visitor travel both 
domestically and internationally, to help grow the tourism industry throughout the state. The 
Illinois Office of Tourism is funded by a percentage of the state’s hotel motel tax revenue.  
 
Destination information, trip inspiration ideas and trip planning resources can be found at 
www.enjoyillinois.com. 
 

### 
 

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Office of Tourism manages 
industry efforts that result in sustainable and significant economic and quality-of-life benefits for 

Illinois residents. 
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